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Short & Sweet !!!
Hello Everybody!
Happy summer! We are going to make sure that we squish as
much as we can from our summer season! This year, I thought that it
would be good to have as many gatherings outside as possible.
Obviously, if it is raining the plans June change but all of the restaurants
also have indoor tables available. I have tried to list the cost and
activities in as much detail as possible.
Please notice the following: There are a number of events that
welcome kids, all daytime events will start at 2:00. The only event that
does not allow young people is July 28th, Party Madagascar at Seneca
Park Zoo – they are serving alcohol! I realize that we seem to have lots of
music at our gatherings this summer. I was trying to get us into
performances during the school year, but was repeatedly told no; now,
because of the summer schedule, many groups are playing free concerts!
If you want to see a complete listing
(Continued on Page 2)

RAM - Constellation

June, 2012

Page 2

Short & Sweet – Continued from Page 1
look at the Democrat & Chronicle under Summer Guide. I passed on a
bunch of other options, including a carillon recital at the U of R in July.
I considered a number of factors before choosing the activities we
would attend with the Mensa crowd. I picked locations all around the
area, with available parking, reasonable prices, kid friendly, and being
given permission to fly our yellow balloon! There are a lot of other very
interesting concerts coming up but based on parking, cost, hopefully
playing level of the performers, casual atmosphere and location, I cut
down the list. Since all are casual, we can assemble as a group (yellow
balloon it) and most importantly be able to talk to each other during the
music. I used the festivals as a backdrop for gatherings because there will
be other activities and keep everyone having fun! Please bring families to
the majority of events this summer!
I know that summer is a busy time for all of us, but please try to
come out for some of the gatherings. I have plans for our younger
members in the fall, so it would be great to get to meet more of the
various sizes of Mensans!!
Hope to see you soon,

]âÄ|x fàÉâà,
RAM LocSec

A Look Ahead – Save the Dates!
August 2nd – First Thirstday at La Luna, 60 Browns Race in Rochester. This
is basically an upscale Italian place; beer is $4.00 and wine is $7.00. The
entrées are more than we usually spend, starting at around $13.00 and
up, but the starters run from $6 to $9 and I was told that we could order a
number of them and share. There is a parking lot across the street.
August 11th – German Festival at the Fireman's Exempt Grounds in
Spencerport on Route 259. There is an entry fee of $6.00 for adults.
There will be music, dance, food, obviously drink, children's games, and
activities. (Kids under 11 are free!) We will meet at around 2:00. Find
the yellow balloon.
August 18th – Susan B Anthony Celebration meeting at around 2:00. (Is
anyone seeing a pattern here?) A fee of $5.00 (half the usual price)
includes entertainment, a tour of the house, and other activities. I made
sure that our yellow balloon would be welcome! There will be limited
food vendors, so you might choose to do the picnic and chair thing.
August 25th – Pool party!! I do not have the menu planned yet, but since
everyone had a great time last year we may do something close to that.
The pool is located at 11 Grecian Pkwy in Greece. It will start at, yes folks,
around 2:00! You guessed it; there will be a yellow balloon!
August 30th – Will be our monthly gathering at the MAG
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June RAM Events
First Thirstday – Thursday, June 7, 2012 7:00 pm
The Cheesecake Factory
3349 Monroe Avenue
Pittsford, NY 14618

585.381.8681
TheCheesecakeFactory.com

The Cheesecake Factory menu features more than 200 menu selections —
literally a small book — so we can be sure there is something for
everyone... including dessert! The restaurant is a freestanding building in
Pittsford Plaza facing Monroe Avenue, and they are open until 11:00 pm.
(Hooray!) Oh, and did we mention they have cheesecake!? ☺ No RSVP
required; just look for (or ask the hostess about) the yellow balloon.
Max at the Gallery Tapas Night – Thursday, June 14, 2012 6:00 pm
University of Rochester
Memorial Art Gallery
500 University Avenue
Rochester NY 14607

585.276.8900
mag.rochester.edu
mag.rochester.edu/events/slider-tapas-night
If you haven’t been lately, give it a try!

Max at the Gallery now offers a weekly Tapas Night. This event runs from
5:00pm to 8:00pm; we plan to gather at 6:00pm. We’ll have a chance to
listen to live music, enjoy wine, beer, and tapas plates for purchase AND,
for anyone interested, you can visit the Gallery with half price admission
(open until 9 pm). No RSVP required; look for the yellow balloon.
Maplewood Rose Celebration – Saturday, June 16, 2012 2:00 pm
Maplewood Park
Lake & Driving Park Ave
Rochester, NY 14613

www.cityofrochester.gov/maplewoodrosefest

We will meet at the Maplewood Rose Celebration around 2:00. I will
bring a blanket and our yellow balloon. Although this event is free to
attend, there will be food, entertainment, arts, crafts, horticultural
workshops, lower gorge tours, and children's activities. You can bring a
picnic basket and chairs if desired. It will take place at Maplewood Park
around Lake and Driving Park Avenues.
Diner Night – Thursday, June 21, 2012 7:00 pm
Wings Over Rochester
2973 West Henrietta Road
Rochester, NY 14623

585.272.9464
WingsOver.com

We will meet for dinner at Wings Over Rochester, 2973 West Henrietta
Road, at 7:00 pm. We have a coupon! No RSVP required; look for the
yellow balloon.
(Continued on Page 4)
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June RAM Events – Continued from Page 3
Firefly Night – Friday, June 22, 2012 7:00 pm
Coal Tower Restaurant
9 Schoen Place
Pittsford, NY 14534

585.381.7866
VillageCoalTower.com

Join us for dinner and a leisurely stroll along the Erie Canal… and fireflies!
We will meet for dinner at the Village Coal Tower restaurant at 7:00 pm
and embark on our firefly expedition at somewhere around dusk.
Depending on group consensus, the walk will be about an hour or so and
approximately one mile total. No RSVP required; look for the yellow
balloon
Concert at the Beach – Wednesday, June 27, 2012 7:30 pm
Ontario Beach Park, Performance Pavilion
4799 Lake Avenue
Rochester NY 14612

www.rpo.org/p_1458

The RPO is giving a concert in the Ontario Beach Park Performance
Pavilion at 7:30. It can be found at Lake and Beach Avenues. Please bring
your own chair and refreshments. There are a number of food places
close by. As always, look for the yellow balloon.

July RAM Events (so far!)*
*Attention fellow Mensans, please be aware: We are continuing the
practice of publishing at least the known events for the coming month
ahead of time, usually at least the First Thirstday and whatever else is
nailed down by the time we go to print. This is just a preview into the
future month, so please be sure to refer to the RAM Web site, consult
your Constellation issue for the next month when you get it, or give us a
call or send an email if you have a specific question (or suggestion).
First Thirstday – Thursday, July 5, 2012 7:00 pm
Castaways
244 Lake Road
Webster, NY 14580

585.323.2943
CastawaysOnTheLake.com

Enjoy the most spectacular views and gorgeous sunsets on Lake Ontario
while dining outside. Cozy evenings and incredible specials are what
make the Castaway a favorite dining spot all year long. Take Route 104 to
Bay Road north, then left on Lake Road. No RSVP required; look for the
yellow balloon.
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July RAM Events – Continued from Page 4
RPO Concert in the Park – Sunday, July 8, 2012 7:30 pm
Perinton Park
1100 Ayrault Road
Fairport, NY 14450

www.rpo.org/p_1459

RPO concert with Jeff Tyzik conducting. It starts at 7:30. The location is
Perinton Park, 1100 Ayrault Road. Although the event is free, you may
choose to bring a chair and picnic basket. Look for the yellow balloon.
Max at the Gallery Tapas Night – Thursday, July 12, 2012 6:00 pm
University of Rochester
Memorial Art Gallery
500 University Avenue
Rochester NY 14607

585.276.8900
mag.rochester.edu
mag.rochester.edu/events/slider-tapas-night
If you haven’t been lately, give it a try!

Max at the Gallery now offers a weekly Tapas Night. This event runs from
5:00pm to 8:00pm; we plan to gather at 6:00pm. We’ll have a chance to
listen to live music, enjoy wine, beer, and tapas plates for purchase AND,
for anyone interested, you can visit the Gallery with half price admission
(open until 9 pm). No RSVP required; look for the yellow balloon.
Irish Folk Music and Dance – Wednesday, July 18, 2012 7:00 pm
Ontario Beach Park
Performance Pavilion

4799 Lake Avenue
Rochester NY 14612

The Dady Brothers performing with the Young Irish Dance Studio. This
starts at 7:00 and is located at the Ontario Beach Park Performance
Pavilion, same location as our previous RPO concert. Please bring a chair
and refreshments if you like, but there are also a lot of places to get food.
It takes place at Lake and Beach Avenues. Look for the yellow balloon.
Party Madagascar – Saturday, July 28, 2012 6:30 pm
Seneca Park Zoo
2222 St. Paul Street,
Rochester, NY 14621

585.336.7200
http://bit.ly/LoJi88

Party Madagascar at the Seneca Park Zoo! If you get your ticket online
before the event the cost is $12.00 or $15.00 at the door. This includes
entry into the zoo, entertainment (music and dance), as well as dinner.
There is a cash bar. The time is from 6:30 until 11:00 and includes arts
and crafts and close encounters with some of the animals. (That's my
main reason for going!) There are tables and chairs. As always, look for
the yellow balloon. This event is great for more than one reason; the
money is being raised for various donations.
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reMARK by Betsy Yvonne Mark, RVC3 – June, 2012
It’s summer! So many Mensa events are scheduled. Picnics and
summer outings! I do hope you are taking advantage of the efforts put
into planning these events by your fellow Mensans.
I am writing this on the eve of SEMMantics. I have an early copy of
the program and am looking forward to learning how to train the dog
Mark and I will be getting and how to “declutter” and organize our home.
When you see me, ask about my progress. Of course, I am still a first class
procrastinator so who knows! ☺
On June 5, I will be having dinner with Western Pennsylvania Area
Mensans at The Outback Steakhouse, 3000 Mosside Boulevard,
Monroeville, PA 15146 at 6:30 pm.
On June 6, I will be having dinner with Western New York Mensans
at The Eagle House, 5578 Main Street, Williamsville, NY 14221 at 6:00 pm.
On June 7, I will be joining Rochester Area Mensa at their First
Thirstday event at The Cheesecake Factory, 3349 Monroe Avenue,
Rochester, NY at 7:00 pm.
Please join me (on your own $ - ☺).
June 15 is the last day to register at the now lowest rate of $105 for
Mensa’s Annual Gathering. Do register by then for a fabulous time in
Reno, Nevada. The Web site for the AG is:
http://www.ag2012.us.mensa.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home14.
If our paths do not cross before, then I hope to see you there.
Please register for the 2012 Columbus Area Mensa RG, The London
(Ohio) Games to be held July 27-29 at the Ramada East Airport Hotel in
Columbus, OH. Registration is $65 until 6/3, $70 until 7/9, and $75 at the
door. Friday only is $30, Saturday only is $50, and kids 11-18 are half
price. Kids 10 and under are free. Contact Julia Ashley, Registrar, at
psibernaut@yahoo.com, 614.448.6023 if you have questions and check
out the RG’s Web site: http://columbus.us.mensa.org/2012-rg.pdf
Western Pennsylvania Mensa takes you around the world in 80
hours this Labor Day weekend. See the world without pesky airport lines!
Registration for adults and kids ages 4-9 is $90 and $45 until July 8 (the
AG), $95 and $48 until Aug. 1 (Columbus RG), $99 and $50 postmarked by
Aug. 26, and $115 and $58 at the door. Single-day registration rates for
adults and kids ages 4-9 are $30 and $15 for Friday, $50 and $25 for
Saturday, $50 and $25 for Sunday, $25 and $13 for Saturday or Sunday
evening only, $25 and $13 for Monday. MP: all included. Checks payable
to WPAM RG. Hotel: DoubleTree (formerly Radisson), 101 DoubleTree
Drive, (aka 101 Radisson Dr.), Pittsburgh, PA 15205; 800.445.8667. Room
rates ($89) guaranteed until August 11. CD 9 and under, H RP Aug. 20
cutoff DT SA CP H/AS. Contact Jamie Fritz, 345 Thompson Run Rd., Penn
Hills, PA 15235; 412.612.0634; jlongstreth@comcast.net.
I am looking forward to seeing you soon.
LLAP and Peace,

Betsy
Betsy Yvonne Mark, RVC3 | Ypsilanti, MI | 734.434.5757 | www.region3.us.mensa.org
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Member Recognition
On behalf of all RAM members, we would like to extend a warm welcome
to our newest members: Congratulations, welcome to the group, and we
hope to see you at a RAM event soon!
New RAM Members as of May 2012
Joseph Fazio
West Henrietta
(New)
Kyle Xiao
Penfield
(Reinstating)
Dirk Dunbar
Penfield
(Reinstating)
Pierre E Dorancy
Rochester
(Reinstating)
Dr Candace Jo Mayo Farnham Rushville
(Reinstating)
Michael Edward Goodhue
Fairport
(Reinstating)
If you see any of these RAM members in the month of March, be sure to
wish them a happy birthday:
June RAM Member Birthdays
st
Jason J Nasca
June 1rd
Maureen L Bills
June 3
Thomas P Szatko
June 8thth
Frank W Alexander III
June 13th
Andrew C Symonds
June 18th
Karen E Lacomis-Cote
June 20th
Joseph Fazio
June 27th
Cynthia Erdmann
June 29th
Katherine Streeter
June 30
And a special “tip of the hat” to those having anniversaries this month:
June RAM Member Anniversaries
Joanne C Heckmann
25 years with Mensa
Richard A Kroll Esq
16 years with Mensa
Robert Kenneth Syme
9 years with Mensa
Karen E Lacomis-Cote
5 years with Mensa
Emily Ann Lucci
3 years with Mensa
Nathaniel D Sluk
2 years with Mensa
And if we’ve missed anyone: If we have overlooked anyone in any way for
any reason, we apologize very sincerely and look forward to doing a
better job with our member recognition efforts, both online and in print,
in the future.

About Our Cover and “Centerfold” Photos
This month’s photo is Pass the Buck, 05/03/2012, Copyright © 2012
Robert Horner, taken at our Lindburgers First Thirstday Night in May.
The picture we use for our cover and centerfold is open to all who
care to participate. If you have attended a recent RAM event and would
like to suggest one of your own photos, send it in!
The criteria are fairly simple: It must be an original photograph submitted
by anyone – RAM member or non-member – depicting anything of
interest from a recent RAM event. Other than a few editorial and/or
technical details, that’s pretty much it! Feel free to call or see the Web
site for complete details.
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Rochester Area Mensa
Loc Sec: Julie Stout

585.225.3020

Deputy Loc Sec: Terrence Redfield

585.705.3329

Treasurer: Jeff Gould

585.216.9017

Newsletter Editor: Terrence Redfield

585.705.3329

Proctor: Bob Horner

585.334.3746

Membership: Eric Murphy

585.503.7553

Gifted Children's Coordinator: Laurie Townsend

585.278.4524

Ombudsman: George Gerspacher

585.527.8529

SIGHT Coordinator: George Gerspacher

585.527.8529

Scholarship Coordinator: Steve Lindsey
Webmaster: Bob Walton

585.377.1686

The thoughts and opinions expressed in this publication are not those of
Mensa, which has no opinions. These are the submissions of members with
the intent of generating thought and discussion on a broad range of topics.

